MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Between the Government of the Republic of Armenia and the Gover nment
of theldlamic Republic of Iran on the cooperation in thefield of seismic
protection

The Government of the Republic of Armenia and the Government of the
Idamic Republic of Iran, hereinafter referred to as Parties,

taking into condderation that the Republic of Armenia and the Idamic
Republic of Iran are characterized by high sasmicity and srong earthquakes in
both countries cause mass dedruction and rumeous human losses which are
mgor threat to humen life and devdopment due to continuous urbanization of
the earthqueke prone aess recurrence of drong eathquekes in seismogenic
sources, high probability of the following drong sasmic events, low sdsamic
resgance of exiging buildngs and drucures in redion to actud saSmic
hazard, insufficient preparedness of the population, locd and dae management
bodies and many other reasons, which lead to the high sasmic wulneaility of
both countriesand influence on their sustainable devel opment;

admitting the need of carying out the coordinated efforts on ensuring the
security and sudanable development of both countries, the Parties agreed to as
the falowing:

Articlel

The Paties agree to redize cooperdion on sdgmic  protection in
accordance with  this  Memorandum of Underganding, legidaion of thar
countries and internationd |aw sandards.

Artide 2

The Paties will redize the cooperation dipulated by this Memorandum
of Underganding in the fallowing fidds, in particular:
generd drategy of seigmicrisk reduction;
stientific, technologica and socio- economic agpects of saiamic risk reduction;
deveopment of ate laws and regulations on seismic protection;
sgnic  risk  reduction  manegement mobilizing locd  communities  dae
governmenta bodies and interdate agreements;
establishment of regiond seismic risk reduction and protection bodly.

Artide 3
The redizaion of this Memorandum of Underdanding's fulfillment is

entrusted to the authorized body by the Government of the Republic of Armenia
and to the authorized body by the Government of the Idamic Republic of Iran



The Coordination meeting of the gppropriate bodies of Armenia and Iran is to
be hdld at least once ayear.

The Paties assSgn one reypondble peason ech who supervises
implementation of this Memorandum of Underganding. They must have a least
one medting a year in Armenia or in Iran for discussng this Memorandum of
Undeganding implementation progress and  gpecific plan  adtivities for each
following year.

Artide 4

The Paties make up joint expert working teams and participate in joint
devdopment of mutud ressarch proects and normative documentation for
eathquake prone Mazes (Regions) of the Republic of Armenia and States of
the Idamic Republic of Iranin thefidd of
seismic hazard and risk assessment;
saigmic hazard and geotechnica microzonetion;
vulnerability reduction in urben aess, induding renforcement and  upgrading
of exiding buildings and dructures,
public awvareness, people education and training;
ealy waning and natification and rapid exchange of informaion on drong
earthquake;
risk management, including emergency reponse and rescue operations,
disadter relief and people rehabilitation;
insurance;
partnership establishment, involving public and private organizetions;
internationdization of Nationd Programs on the base of wide soread
internationd co-operation.

Artide 5

The Paties exchange informaion on moden sdetific and technicd
achievements (in accordance with separae agreements) in the fidd of saigmic
hazard assessment and sdsmic risk  reduction. The Paties organize the
publication of the results of joint invedigaions The Paties paticipae in joint
internationa Projects and Programs.

Artide 6

The Paties rase funds for joint proects from different internationd
foundations.

Coopedive activities under this Memorandum of Underdanding shdl
be subject to the avalability of agppropricte personne and funds. The Paties in
writing, before the commencement of each proect, shdl agree upon the

finendd arangements

Artide 7



Results obtained from joint activities are the propety of the Paties and
may be given to athird Sde only after both Parties agreement.

Artide 8

The Paties agree that representaives by the Paties authorities may
conclude separate agreements both with each other and with date management
bodies of their countries.

Any changes axd amendments under this Memorandum  of
Underdanding could be submitted on mutua consent of Paties in a sepaate
Protocol. The Protocol enters into force in a amila way as this Memorandum
of Understanding and representsits inseparable part.

Artide 9

This Memorandum of Underganding comes into force upon the day of
geting through diplomatic way the second written presentaion of  indate
procedures  fulfillment required by the naiond law of the Paties and essentid
for its coming into force.

This Memorandum of Underdanding is vdid for 5 years. The validity of
this Memorandum of Understanding will be spontaneoudy extended for the
subsequent 5 years periods unless either Paty submits a written notice about its
intention to teminae it a& leex 6 month prior to this Memorandum of
Undergtanding expiration.

The vdidity of this Memorandum of Undersanding may be ceased and
teeminaed a any time by Paties mutud consent or in order dipulated by the
Paties nationd lav with compulsory written notification of counter Party
about the date of termination

The vdidity of this Memorandum of Underganding may be ceased dfter
12 months from the dae of dther Paty intention of termingion noatification
submission to counter Party.

The temindion of this Memorandum of Underdanding shdl not affect
the vdidity or duration of projects under this Agreement that are initiated prior
to such termingtion.

Done in Tehran, on December 27, 2001, in two origina copies, each in
Armenian, Parsan and Engish langueges the texts of which ae ideticd and
equd vdid.

In cae of dissgreement in interpretation of the concepts of this
Memorandum of Understanding the Parties will refer to thetext in Engdlish.

The Memorandum of Understanding has entered into force on May 22, 2002.



